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Philosophy and the Environment  
Spring 2018 

PHIL 333 A01  CRN 22336 / ES 314 CRN 21501  

 

 

 
 

 

Course description 

Focus and outcomes 

This course aims to provide students with the conceptual tools to think about the relation of humans to 

nature, and about the philosophical responses to the environmental crises of our present time. One key 

outcome of this course is that students will be better equipped both to discuss environmental issues with 

other concerned citizens and to address them in consistent ways in everyday life. 

 

Texts 

Most texts are on Coursespaces. Some material may b
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2. The final exam will be a comprehensive take-home exam with long as well as short answerwl 



 3 

72, C+ = 65 - 69, C = 60 - 64, D = 50 - 59, F = 0 - 49. The A range means exceptional, outstanding and 

excellent performance. A grade in the B range means a very good, good and solid performance. A grade in 

the C+ or C range means satisfactory, or minimally satisfactory, performance. A grade of D or D- indicates 

merely passable or marginal performance. An F indicates unsatisfactory performance. 

 

Late assignments 

Late assignments will not be accepted (they will be worth 0%) and exams will not be reschedulled. If a test 

is missed for significant reasons of a medical sort (provide medical certificate), or for other serious, 

documented personal reasons, arrangements will be made to accommodate the student within reason. 

Documented evidence for having legitimately missed an exam and an explanatory statement in writing 

have to be received no more than ten days after the deadline or exam missed. 

 

Academic integrity  

The University Calendar states that “Academic integrity requires commitment to the values of honesty, 

trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. … Any action that contravenes this standard, including 

misrepresentation, falsification or deception, undermines the intention and worth of scholarly work and 

violates the fundamental academic rights of members of our community.” Violations of academic integrity 

include plagiarism, multiple submissions, falsifying materials subject to academic evaluation, cheating on 

work, tests and examinations, and aiding others to cheat. Penalties for these violations vary, with first 

violations generally resulting in a failing grade on the work. Please familiarise yourselves with the policies 

at http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2016-09/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html#. 

 

Transition and inclusivity/diversity 

New students needing assistance may contact the Transition Office, www.uvic.ca/transition. This course is 

committed to inclusivity and diversity, in line with University Senate policy (1999) that “UVic is committed 

to promoting, providing and protecting a supportive and safe learning and working environment for all its 

members.” 

 

Schedule of lectures and tests 

Please note that this schedule is subject to changes. Weekly reading assignments will be confirmed in 

class, so please be attentive to announcements both in class and on Coursespaces. Informed participation 

in class discussion will be expected, so please read the assigned texts in advance. Readings are from the 

Coursespaces website, unless otherwise indicated. 

 

Week 1 

3-7 Jan 

Introduction  

Jonas 

Film clip: Cave of Forgotten Dreams  

Wednesday 3 Jan: FIRST DAY OF CLASSES 

 

 

Week 2 

8-14 Jan 

Nature, urban contexts, and sustainability in the Ancient World 

Serres plus short extracts from Heraclitus, Empedocles, Plato 

**Friday 12 Jan: groups for experiential learning to be explored** 

 

 

Week 3 

15-21 Jan 

Ethics and nature in the Mediaeval and Modern context 

White, plus short extracts from Passmore, Kant, Mill, Marx 

Some optional readings may be made available 

*19 Jan, last day for adding courses* 

 

 

Week 4 

22-28 Jan 

Indigenous, Daoist and Buddhist counterpoints 

Gwaganad, Cavalcanti, Goodman, short extracts from Tao Te Ching, Schumacher 
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Week 5 

29 Jan - 4 Feb 

Nature in the contemporary context 

Myers, Baxter, Wulf/Humboldt 

**Friday 2 February: Final date for groups to form and to select sites/projects to visit** 

 

 

Week 6 

5-11 Feb 

Addressing environmental problems 

Hardin, Monbiot 

Review 

**9 February: Mid-term**  

 

 

Week 7 

12-18 Feb 

READING WEEK 

No new readings, no assignments 

 

 

Week 8 

19-25 Feb 

Addressing environmental problems 

Hardin, Monbiot, Leopold, Naess 

20 February **Louis Riel Day** 

28 February: Last day for withdrawing from courses without penalty of failure 

 

 

 Week 9 

26 Feb - 4 Mar 

Addressing global environmental crises 

Warren, Bookchin  

*Film: Uranium* 

*28 February: Last day for withdrawing from courses without penalty of failure* 

** Friday 2 March: Deadline for one page report on realised visits ** 

  

 

Week 10 

5-11 Mar 

Addressing global environmental crises 


